
Cathedral Office, Minster Precincts, Peterborough  PE1 1XS
+44 (0) 7595 440 279
l.laprun@srm.com
www.oldchoristers.weebly.com
@oldchoristers

Peterborough Cathedral  
Old Choristers' Association

1

Dear member,

Please find enclosed the OCA Christmas Newsletter, kindly compiled and written by our Chairman  
Tim Hurst-Brown. 

The newsletter is also available to view on our website (oldchoristers.weebly.com/news), where you are able 
to submit your news for next year as well. If you're on social media, please like our Facebook page, and follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram (@oldchoristers).

URGENT APPEAL: SUPPORT YOUR CHOIR

We've been delighted to fund the choristers' singing lessons and tours over the past few years, so that every 
child is given the same experience regardless of their circumstances.

We are extremely grateful to the 10% of our members who have made this financial support of the Cathedral 
Choir possible so far. We'd love to continue, but it sadly cannot be sustained with this income alone.

How did being a chorister shape your life? Would you like to make this unique and wonderful 
opportunity possible for another child? Did you know that we could donate £10,000.00 annually if 
everyone paid their subscriptions?

Membership to PCOCA costs £25.00 per year, or £2.50 per month if you prefer.

Sort code: 20-67-37
Account number: 60709816 

If you can afford your membership but don't yet contribute, or if you haven't reviewed your regular giving, 
standing orders using online or mobile banking are most appreciated. Alternatively, please fill in the enclosed 
regular payments form and hand in to your bank. Thank you very much in advance.

For those receiving post: this correspondence costs over £150.00 every year. Please sign up to our mailing 
list so we can save time and resources, and remove this expense entirely - oldchoristers.weebly.com/contact. 
N.B. If we do not hear from you before our next reunion, we will no longer contact you in this way.

Wishing you a happy Christmas and peaceful New Year,

Louise Laprun
Hon. Secretary

Encs

December 2020OCA Christmas Newsletter

mailto:l.laprun%40srm.com?subject=OCA
https://oldchoristers.weebly.com/
https://www.instagram.com/oldchoristers/
https://oldchoristers.weebly.com/news.html
https://www.facebook.com/oldchoristers/
https://oldchoristers.weebly.com/contact.html
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2020 NEWSLETTER
EDITORIAL

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, our reunion in June had to be cancelled. This decision, 
which was made at the beginning of March, was not taken lightly, but the committee felt that it was best 
to err on the side of caution. In the event, the Cathedral was still closed in mid-June and it would have 
been impossible to have held the reunion. On June 13, which would have been Old Choristers’ Day, the 
committee held a short informal meeting by way of Zoom. Among other things, we were able to watch 
the excellent video about the Cathedral choir which had been assembled by Tansy Castledine, Director of 
Music. We hope that many old choristers will have seen this film via email or on social media. Later in the 
day, FRANK CLOSE organised a Zoom ‘mini-reunion’, which included TIM HURST-BROWN, DAVID 
LOWE, CHRIS MENHENEOTT, DAVID STOPES and ANDREW TORBELL.

On Saturday 17 October the Annual General Meeting was held via Zoom and many members of the 
Association (including a number who rarely get to Peterborough) logged in. It proved to be a most 
informative meeting, during the course of which Tansy Castledine gave us a very detailed description of 
the recent choir tour to America. She also outlined how the choir is working during the current difficulties 
caused by the pandemic. Several members aired proposals for fund-raising, as well as some other ideas which 
might appeal to the younger members. The committee will discuss all these points at their next meeting.  

Owing to the pandemic, the work of Church musicians throughout this country has been seriously 
threatened and some professional choirs are already facing permanent closure. A suggestion has been made 
that churches might replace musicians with recordings. If such a thing should happen, what will be the 
future of music-making in places of worship? Will our great choral tradition ever return? Benedict King’s 
article in ‘The Times’ on 10 August, headed “Good riddance to insanely expensive cathedral choirs”, filled 
countless people with alarm. Many Cathedral choirs are part of a tradition of singing the daily offices which 
goes back centuries, and the idea that they might disappear does not bear thinking about. Huge thanks, 
therefore, to Harry Christophers who has stepped in and founded the Cathedral Choirs Emergency Fund to 
try and rescue the situation. The Church Commissioners will match anything it raises pound for pound. We 
shall monitor the situation very closely in the coming months.

DATE OF NEXT REUNION

We hope that our next reunion will be held at the Cathedral on Saturday 12 June 2021 (always supposing 
that COVID-19 restrictions will have been lifted by then). Please make a note of this date in your diary 
NOW and make every effort to join us. 
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NEW MEMBERS

We extend a very warm welcome to the following young people who have recently joined Peterborough 
Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association: 
 
ANNAMARIA BARNES, ROSIE BELL, GEORGE L’ESTRANGE, AMAYA MORGAN-BAXTER, 
OSCAR RUSSELL-AYLIN, HANNAH SAMUEL and CHLOE SPIRES.

MALCOLM ADRIAN VENIMORE HUNT, 1925-2020

We record with sadness the passing of our most senior old chorister Malcolm Hunt, who died peacefully 
at home on Easter Day at the age of ninety-four. He was born in Peterborough on 18 December 1925 and 
sang in the Cathedral choir under Dr. Henry Coleman. His best friend in those days was JOHN MARTIN 
(later Vice-Master of St. Catherine’s College, Oxford). Malcolm joined The King’s School Junior School in 
September 1935: in after years he recalled with affection his form mistress, Miss Mary Beaumont, who later 
married Robert Capper, French master in the senior school. He was a keen sportsman and became vice-
captain of the King’s hockey team, gaining his school colours.

Malcolm left King’s in 1943 to enrol on a war-time Emergency Teacher Training course at Loughborough 
College. He returned to Peterborough in 1945 to complete two probationary terms at Lincoln Road Boys 
School. Malcolm then undertook his National Service in the Royal Army Educational Corps at Kneller 
Hall (the Military School of Music). In 1948 he went back to Lincoln Road School as a full-time member of 
staff, eventually becoming Deputy Headmaster. During this time, he was Captain of the Peterborough Town 
Hockey Club and also the City Tennis Club.

In 1955 Malcolm was married and three years later moved to Oxfordshire as headmaster of the Woodstock 
School (now Marlborough School, Woodstock). In 1964, he and his wife Joyce relocated to Hampshire 
when Malcolm became headmaster of Ringwood Secondary School. He steered Ringwood through its 
conversion to a comprehensive school, eventually retiring from the teaching profession in 1981. He was a 
magistrate for over twenty-five years, churchwarden at Ringwood parish church, secretary of the PCC, and 
was very active in his local community.

In 2016 Malcolm and Joyce moved to Woking to be closer to their daughter and her family. He never forgot 
his roots and was eternally grateful to The King’s School and the Cathedral for his start in life. He recently 
reflected that the regime of early morning choir practice and sport gave him a sense of service, discipline and 
community involvement that featured greatly throughout his long life. A Peterborough Cathedral recording 
of “God be in my head”, which Malcolm had sung so often at evensong, was played at his cremation service 
in May. We extend our condolences to his widow Joyce and his family. Requiescat in pace.
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JOHN BARRY PROCTOR, 1928-2020

Barry Proctor, who died on 25 February at the age of ninety-one, was one of our Associate members for 
many years. Although he was never a chorister, he was greatly involved in the life of the Cathedral and 
was a server for over fifty years. He joined The King’s School Junior School in 1936, moving into the 
senior school three years later. He left King’s in 1946 to go to Loughborough Technical College (now 
Loughborough University). Barry returned to the city to work at Peter Brotherhood’s factory in Walton. He 
married Pam at the Cathedral in 1961; they had a deeply loving partnership which lasted for fifty-five years. 
Barry and Pam were longstanding members of The Friends of Peterborough Cathedral; they were also active 
in The Company of St. Peter and were generous benefactors of the Cathedral. In the nineteen fifties Barry 
used to help backstage at the Elwes Hall in Church Walk with productions presented by the Peterborough 
Gilbert and Sullivan Players. Thereafter he remained a very keen Patron of the society. For many years he 
played one of the shepherds at the Christmas Eve carol service at the Cathedral; the other herdsmen were 
Ted Spires and Lewis Samworth, while the kings were HEATON SPIRES, TIM HURST-BROWN and 
Arthur Laxton (brother of CYRIL LAXTON).

Barry’s funeral service, which was conducted by Canon Ian Black, took place at Peterborough Crematorium 
in March. Requiescat in pace.

SEBASTIAN SCAMMELL

News of Sebastian’s sudden death “in the very May morn of his youth” reached us just as last year’s newsletter 
was about to go to press. The letter was held up in order that his obituary and notice of his funeral service 
could be included. Many people whose lives had been touched by Sebastian were present at the Cathedral 
on Tuesday 7 January to pay their last respects. A group of old choristers, many of whom were Seb’s 
contemporaries, formed a choir for the very moving thanksgiving service. Suffice it to say that the music, 
under the direction of Tansy Castledine, was sublime. The solo in Mendelssohn’s “O, for the wings of a 
dove” was beautifully sung by Ellie Sperling (an old chorister of Exeter Cathedral). Canon Tim Alban Jones, 
Vice-Dean, led the service and gave an inspiring address.

T. BASIL DEAN, 1924-2020

The death of Basil Dean should not go unrecorded in these pages. TBD, who taught Science at The King’s 
School for more than thirty years, died on 23 September at the age of 96. He was the father of old chorister 
CHRISTOPHER DEAN, to whom we tender our condolences. Basil will be remembered with affection by 
many members of the Association. Requiescat in pace.

mailto:l.laprun%40srm.com?subject=OCA
https://oldchoristers.weebly.com/
https://www.instagram.com/oldchoristers/


Cathedral Office, Minster Precincts, Peterborough  PE1 1XS
+44 (0) 7595 440 279
l.laprun@srm.com
www.oldchoristers.weebly.com
@oldchoristers

Peterborough Cathedral  
Old Choristers' Association

4

PERSONALIA

An Ascension Day service was streamed from the Cathedral at noon on Thursday 21 May. The music 
included a recording from 1968 of Finzi’s stirring anthem “God is gone up”, with STANLEY VANN 
directing the choir and BARRY FERGUSON at the organ. Hearing this recording again after a lapse of 
many years, one was instantly aware of the beauty of the singing and the superb diction.

In April, the Revd. TOM BATES-BOURNE was appointed Associate Priest in the parishes of Grimethorpe 
with Brierly, Ryhill, Havercroft with Cold Hiendly and Wintersett and South Kirkby in the Wakefield 
episcopal area. Previously, he served in the parish of Abergavenny in the diocese of Monmouth.

CHRIS BROWN and ANDREW LANG took part in a virtual Choral Evensong on Tuesday 19 May 
when 250 musicians streamed live on Facebook and YouTube. Stephen Fry read the first lesson, Sir Simon 
Russell Beale (an old chorister of St. Paul’s Cathedral) read the second lesson, Alexander Armstrong (former 
chorister of St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh) introduced Parry’s splendid anthem “I was glad”, 
and The Revd. Richard Coles (Vicar of Finedon) gave the blessing. The musical display hoped to raise 
one million pounds for the Cathedral Choirs’ Emergency Fund. The appeal was set up by The Friends of 
Cathedral Music and the Ouseley Church Music Trust to support choirs that may be struggling due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The Revd. RONALD CARTER died on 18 November 2019 at the age of eighty-eight. He was Minor 
Canon, Precentor and Sacrist here from 1983-1988 and will be fondly remembered by old choristers of that 
era. We extend our condolences to his widow Angela, and to his children Clare (Heath), Andrew, Michael 
and Stephen.

Those who were choristers in the ’seventies will recall PHILIP COLLS, who was an Alto Lay Clerk from 
1975-1980, having previously been a member of the choir at Carlisle Cathedral. Philip left here to become 
a lay clerk at Gloucester Cathedral, where he sang until 2012. He has been the Musical Director of the 
Capella Singers there since 1981.

After leaving the choir, ROBERT COSTIN was a music scholar at Oundle School. He was then a student 
at the Royal Academy of Music and subsequently an organ scholar at Pembroke College, Cambridge. He has 
held organ posts at the Wellington Cathedral of St. Paul; Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland; and Blackburn 
Cathedral. He is now senior Director of Music at Rugby School Thailand, which he combines with a busy 
international concert career. His recordings are frequently broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and Radio NZ 
Concert.

The Revd. DAVID COULTON, who was an Alto lay clerk here at the end of the ’sixties, is now Chaplain 
and Succentor of Tewkesbury Abbey.
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CYRIL CROUCH, who was in the choir in the nineteen forties, sent us a very interesting document 
regarding his choristership. In the deed signed by Cyril’s father, the boy agreed to “serve as a chorister......until 
the end of the school term during which he completes his sixteenth year”. The chorister also guaranteed that 
he would not “wilfully damage the buildings of the Cathedral including the Song School (then the Becket 
Chapel) or any fittings therein”! In Cyril’s day the boys sang at twelve services each week, including Matins 
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday (Wednesday was the only day off ). This meant that boys did 
not arrive at The King’s School until 10.00am each day apart from Wednesday – and in addition there was 
school on Saturday morning! It was a far cry from the commitments of today’s choristers.

ALICE CUNLIFFE was married to Ben Smyth on Friday 23 October at St. Withburga’s Church, Holkham 
in Norfolk. The wedding reception took place at Holkham Hall. Only thirteen guests were allowed to 
attend due to Covid restrictions, but nevertheless the couple had a wonderful day! We send them our 
warmest congratulations.

CHARLES CUNLIFFE has recently completed his fourth year at The Royal Academy of Music. He gained 
a scholarship to the RAM, where he has been studying with Joseph Middleton and Giles Underwood. In 
October 2019 Charles was selected as the Academy’s outstanding student of the year, and was presented 
with the Silver medal by the Worshipful Company of Musicians. 

Our congratulations are extended to TOM CUNLIFFE and his wife Anna, who have a new addition to 
their family. Erin Skye was born on 10 July, a sister for Finn and Rowan. 

FABIO D’ANDREA is a pianist, composer, songwriter and producer. Although his primary style of 
composition is classical, he is also known in the music industry for pop collaborations and producing in a 
number of different genres. Fabio studied Music at King’s College, London under the composer George 
Benjamin. He gained First Class Honours in his B. Mus. Degree, and also took his masters in Music. He 
made his conducting debut at the Royal Albert Hall at the age of twenty-one. In 2012 he took part in the 
Liberatum Hong Kong International Festival of Culture, and also appeared at the Cannes Film Festival. He 
had his debut commission for a ballet premiered at the Royal Opera House in 2103.

PETER DAVIES (84) tells us that he still gets butterflies in his stomach when he remembers having to sing 
Mendelssohn’s “Hear my prayer” at Sunday evensong. He recalls Noel Christopherson (Dean), Donald 
Southeard (Precentor) and Douglas Hopkins (Organist). The latter once arranged for Peter and another 
chorister to sing part of Mendelssohn’s oratorio “Elijah” from up in the triforium, where at that time there 
were no handrails!
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Father WILLIAM HAMILTON-BOX was ordained priest by the Bishop of Fulham on Saturday 26 
September at St. Andrew’s Church, Holborn. The following day, he celebrated his first mass at St. Luke’s, 
Shepherd’s Bush, where he is the curate.

TOBY HESSION, who is a conductor, composer and pianist, is currently studying as a repetiteur at the 
Guildhall School of Music, where he is generously supported by The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths 
and Help Musician UK. He was the repetiteur for the world premiere of Liam Patterson’s “The Angel 
Esmeralda” at Guildhall.

JOSEPH HORNSBY is this year’s King’s School Michael Lamb Organ Scholar. The scholarship is named 
after an old chorister who died in a car crash in 1999. It is awarded annually to an outstanding organist, who 
receives an embossed volume of J. S. Bach’s keyboard music as well as financial support for organ lessons.

Following the 2019 General Election results, we extend our warmest congratulations to The Rt. Hon. 
DAVID LAMMY, PC, MP, FRSA, on being appointed as Shadow Justice Secretary by Sir Keir Starmer, the 
Leader of the Labour Party. David, who has been Member of Parliament for Tottenham since 2000, recalls 
his days as a chorister here with great affection.

Colonel CHRIS MENHENEOTT, who celebrated his 75th birthday earlier in the year, tells us that he 
was very moved when listening to the Easter music from King’s College Chapel, Cambridge on television. 
He reveals that hearing Samuel Wesley’s beautiful anthem “Love one another” brought back many happy 
memories of being a chorister at Peterborough.

The Revd. Dr. MARK NEWITT works as a chaplain in the Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust. He has published a number of articles on his work in both the British Medical Journal and Practical 
Theology. 

Dr. ZOE NORRIS is a busy general practitioner in East Yorkshire. She is a lecturer for NB Medical 
Hot Topics courses, a GP appraiser, a PCN Clinical director in Bridlington, and a Medical Director for 
Humberside LMC. She and her husband have two children.

HANNAH SANDISON is a graduate of the Royal College of Music International Opera School, where 
she obtained her Master of Music in Performance with Distinction. She also has a First Class Bachelor of 
Music degree (with Honours) from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Engagements in her busy concert 
diary have included recitals in the Elgar Room at the Royal Albert Hall, and also at the Rachmaninov Hall, 
Moscow. Hannah has taken roles with Glyndebourne Festival Opera, London Handel Festival, British Youth 
Opera and Mid Wales Opera, among others. She has also performed live on BBC Radio Scotland and BBC 
Radio Three.
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MATTHEW SEARLES is presently Assistant Master of the Music at Buckfast Abbey, Devon. He was 
previously Sub-Organist of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. Matthew graduated with First Class 
Honours from Royal Holloway College, University of London, where he won the Driver prize for 
‘outstanding musical performance’. While he was organ scholar at Royal Holloway, Matthew worked under 
Rupert Gough with the acclaimed Chapel choir.

MATTHEW SPILLETT is a tenor lay clerk at Guildford Cathedral. He also works as a freelance singer 
with (inter alia) the Royal Shakespeare Company.

CHLOE SPIRES, having completed six years in the choir, has been awarded her chorister school colours. 
She has achieved many distinctions in her RSM singing examinations and was about to take her Grade 6 
when lockdown intervened. Chloe, the first female Spires chorister, followed in the footsteps of her brother 
JACOB, father ALEX, uncles JEREMY and DOMINIC, and grandfather HEATON, all of whom were 
Head Chorister. Her cousins, GEORGE and HARRY SPIRES, were also choristers in recent years. This 
splendid record is unique to the Spires family, and one of which they are justly proud.

Senior old choristers will recall with affection the venerable figure of TED SPIRES (Chloe’s great-
grandfather), who was Head Server and Sub-Sacrist for more than forty years. Many people will remember 
him carrying the cross at the head of countless processions in the Cathedral. It is perhaps worth recording 
that the cross commemorates Bishop Francis Henry Thicknesse, 1829-1921. Dr. Thicknesse was Suffragan 
Bishop of Leicester from 1888-1903, Archdeacon of Northampton from 1875-1911, and a residentiary 
canon of the Cathedral from 1875-1920. The inscription on the cross states that it was given in the Bishop’s 
memory by members of his family. 

PAUL WEBB is now living in retirement in the south of France. He is President of the Bouillac Rowing 
Club (as befits a former member of the KSP rowing eight), and up until recently still went sculling on a 
regular basis. He sends his best wishes to all those who remember him.

Dr. DAVID WHITTLE has been Director of Music at Leicester Grammar School since 1986. In addition 
to his many well-known musical activities, he is also a member of the Crime Writers’ Association. Having 
always enjoyed crime writing, David wrote his doctorate on the composer Bruce Montgomery, better known 
to CWA members as Edmund Crispin.

Canon JOHN WILLETT celebrated his eightieth birthday this year. He was Minor Canon and Precentor 
here from 1972-1982 (two terms). He then became Rector of Uppingham and a non-residentiary canon of 
the Cathedral. In 2000 John moved to the diocese of Sheffield to become Vicar of St. Wilfred’s, Cantley. He 
retired in 2012 and moved to his native Doncaster, but still assists at services at Worksop Priory Church in 
Nottinghamshire.
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NEW ARCHBISHOP OF YORK

The news of Stephen Cottrell’s elevation to the Archbishopric of York was greeted with pleasure here when 
the official announcement was made in December 2019. His short time with us as Canon Pastor, from 
2001-2004, convinced many people that Stephen was destined for higher things. He left Peterborough 
to become Area Bishop of Reading in the Oxford diocese and then in 2010 was appointed Bishop of 
Chelmsford. The confirmation of his election as Archbishop of York (by which he legally took office) 
took place in York Minster on 9 July, and on Sunday 18 October Stephen was enthroned there at a socially 
distanced service. We wish him well in this demanding post and expect great things of him.

With every good wish for Christmas and the New Year,

Tim Hurst-Brown
Chairman

Mobile: 07734 510 815
Email: timhurst-brown@outlook.com

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: Field End, Watch House Lane, Bacton, Norwich, Norfolk NR12 0HL

Hon. Secretary: Louise Laprun 
Mobile: 07595 440 279
Email: l.laprun@srm.com

Hon. Treasurer: Samuel Barber 
Mobile: 07549 909 959
Email: pcoca.treasurer@gmail.com
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